CONVERSATION CLUB

LESSON 4

Topic: “Rejoinders”

Objective: Students’ imagination and spontaneity will be triggered, so that they are able to reproduce realistic fast responses, through statements that the teacher will utter outloud.

Warm-up: Game: “Say what first comes to your mind”

· The teacher the following statements. He will tell students that they just have to say, outloud, whatever comes to their minds about every statement said.

· Teacher may want to write down some of the students’ responses, on the board, as a reference or later use.

· Here are some ideas of statements:

· It’s very cold today.

· The cure for AIDS was discovered.

· Money does not buy happiness.

· I do not have any money left.

· The economy in Mexico is great.

· It is terrible what happened in New York.
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What is a rejoinder?: A sympathetic/empathetic response such as that's too bad,that's great, or I'm sorry to hear that.  Rejoinders do not convey any information as such, but they do keep the conversation going and show that the listener has understood, and is receptive. They also are realistic fast replies.
Rejoinders are quick responses to show that you are interested or paying attention.

(Oh) Really?                                                                          That's interesting.

Is that right?                                                              And how!
Come on!
Get out of here!
Hah!
How about that!
I’ll be damned!
I’ll be darned!
I’ll say!
No fooling?
No kidding!
No way!
Oh, puh-leez!
Only time will tell.
Ouch! (not as a reaction to physical pain)
Over my dead body!                                                               OMG! (Oh my God!)                                                                                  
Really?
Wtf
Tell me about it.
That’s amazing!
That’s great!
That’s outrageous!
That’s ridiculous!
Unbelievable!
Well, I’ll be!
What else is new?
Wouldn’t you know it!
Yeah, right.
You bet!
You better believe it!
You can say that again!
You don’t say.
You (just) never know.
You’re kidding!
You’ve got to be kidding!

Note how rejoinders are used in the following situations.

	1. I just got a new job.

2. I lost my wallet yesterday.
	
	Oh really? That's great!

Oh really? That's too bad.


Rejoinders may also take the form of follow-up questions. Note how they are used in the following situations.

	1. I just bought a new car.

2. Johnny is in the    hospital.

3. I'm going to Hawaii.
	   
	You did?

He is?

You are?

	
	
	


Practice 1:                                                                                                                                           - Use rejoinders and follow-up questions and practice the dialogues below.

Example:                                                                                                                                                                                 A: I got a new job!

B: Really?      When do you start?
   rejoinder            follow-up

A: This Friday. I can't wait!
1)  A: How was your day?

      B: It was OK. We had an English test at school.

      A: ________________ ________________________________

      B:  Really well, actually. I think I got a perfect score.

2)  B: When are you going to Canada?

     A: Tomorrow morning!

     B: ________________ ___________________________

     A:  No, I still haven't even thought about packing. 

           I guess I'll be busy tonight!

3)  A:  How did the soccer game go?

     B: Umm, we got creamed! (= We lost badly)

     A: __________________ ___________________________

     B: Yeah, it's never boring, but it's always more fun when you win.

4)  B: Did you buy anything when you were out shopping?

      A: Yes! I spent 10 000 yen on this beautiful hat.

      B: __________________ ______________________________

      A: Yes, I admit it's expensive, but I really wanted it, 

          and I've been saving money to buy it for several months.

5)  A: What's for lunch today?

      B: Fish, rice, pickles.... Same as usual.

      A: __________________ _______________________________

      B: I don't know why there's no variety. We should complain.

Practice 2: 







                                                                                                     - Practice with a friend giving rejoinders to these comments, by taking turns. Follow through with follow-up question and comments to make a conversation.

I passed my entrance exam.

We didn't win the tennis match.

I’m moving to India.

My brother is getting married.

My father is very ill in hospital.

I’m pregnant!

I can belly dance.

I like sushi.

My brother likes to wear lady’s clothes.

I can speak 12 languages.

I love swimming.

I have no friends.

My dog got run over by a car.

I feel sick!

It’s 12 o’clock.

I have to go to the bathroom.

I had eggs for breakfast.

I don’t know how to type.

I’m really good at using computers.

I was a bird in my former life.

I got an A in English!

I won the speech contest!

I came in last in the marathon.

I can play the guitar rather well.

I’m going to Tokyo to study translation.

I walked naked through the park yesterday afternoon.

I have 26 pet cats.

I don’t have to work today.
Practice 3:                                                                                                                                                           - Make up 3-5 statements of your own; they can be true or false. Write them down in the following spaces. Tell them to a partner, one at a time, so that he tells you a rejoinder and vice-versa. Write down your partner’s response.
                             Your statements:                           Your partner’s response (rejoinder)

1. ____________________________________            ___________________________
2. ____________________________________            ___________________________
3. ____________________________________            ___________________________
4. ____________________________________            ___________________________
5. ____________________________________            ___________________________
Helpful sources:

http://bogglesworldesl.com/glossary/rejoinder.htm
http://www.eslgold.com/speaking/rejoinders.html 
englishbridge.edublogs.org/files/2008/11/rejoinders.pdf" 
http://       

englishbridge.edublogs.org/files/2008/11/rejoinders.pdf

